Introduction of the PMETB Regulatory Framework

PMETB Roles & Responsibilities for Trainers

1.
Background

The Postgraduate Medical Education Training Board was introduced in September 2005 as an independent regulatory body responsible for Postgraduate Medical Education and Training.

In 1975 the Merisons Report concluded that Postgraduate Medical Education and Training required a regulatory framework.  The report recommended that the General Medical Council undertook this role in addition to its existing responsibility for Undergraduate and Pre-Registration training.

The recommendations were not implemented.  The report resulted in the establishment of the Education Committee of the GMC, which promoted high standards and co-ordinated all stages of Medical Education.  The 1997 EEC Recognition order provided the GMC to issue certificates for Specialist Training CST’s to Doctors who completed the minimum period of training specified.  The GMC specialist list recorded holders of CST’s.  

The Calman Report, 1993, recommended that legislation should be enacted introducing the UK Certificate of Completion of Specialist Training (CCST).  The CCST was awarded by the GMC to train specialists, on recommendation from the appropriate Medical Royal College.  

In 1995 the European Specialist Medical Qualifications order created Specialist Training Authorities of the Medical Royal Colleges.  It also created specialist register held by the GMC.

In 2000 the NHS plan recommended a joint regulator for both specialist and general practitioner training, the Education Standards Board.  Later in 2001 the Government consulted on the proposed creation of the Medical Education Standards Board.  Following the consultation the Board was renamed as the Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board (PMETB).  At its introduction in 2005, PMETB took over the responsibility of the Specialist Training Authority of the Medical Royal Colleges.  This resulted in the College having an advisory role in Education.  PMETB’s remit included CCTs, improving circular and leading the development of education for future doctors.  

In 2008 the Tooke Report Aspiring to Excellence (www.mmcinquiry.org.uk) was published with the findings of final recommendations of the Independent Enquiry into Modernising Medical Careers.  Two key recommendations of the Tooke Report related to Regulation Medical Education.

1. The early amalgamation of PMETB and GMC regulatory functions into one body to achieve greater consistency and economies of scale.  However, because of the legislation required the merger will not take place until April 2010.  The GMC have already established the Postgraduate Education Board, Undergraduate Education Board and Continuing Practice Boards.  The Postgraduate Education Board will continue to develop the current programmes established by PMETB

2. Tooke proposed an overarching body to cover Medical Education, Training and Workforce Planning.  Medical Education England was introduced in February 2009.  Medical Education England is an advisory body accountable to the Secretary of State through the NHS Medical Director.  Information in relation to Medical Education England can be found on the website www.mee.nhs.uk
2.
PMETB Documentation

There are a number of PMETB documents, which support the introduction of PMETB Standards and the Quality Framework.  Recommended reading lists (all available on the PMETB website www.pmetb.org.uk )

· Generic Standards for Training September 2009

· Standards for Deaneries July 2008

· Standards for Curriculum and Assessment Systems July 2008

· PMETB Quality Framework for Postgraduate Medical Education and Training in the UK Autumn 2007

· The Role of the Regulator September 2009

· Work Placed Based Assessment  - A guide to implementation May 2009

3.
Trainee and Trainer Survey

· 2008 and 2009 School of Psychiatry Trainee Surveys are available on School of Psychiatry website.

· PMETB trainee and trainer surveys are available at http://reports.pmetb.org.uk  The reports are formatted by Local Education provider, Speciality or Deanery.

