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MSc in Psychiatry (blended learning) programme
Information and Application Instructions
Trainees starting in CT1 posts in August will be required to attend the new MSc in Psychiatry (blended learning) programme at Manchester University from September. The programme is a fully credited, Masters level course which will also prepare you for the Membership examinations for Paper 1, 2 and 3. At the time of writing, this new programme is undergoing external review, so please be aware that admissions to the course are subject to formal University approval of the programme.
The course will be delivered in a ‘blended’ learning format as follows:

· Online lectures with formative assessments (MCQ and EMI) and reading materials – all studied at home.
· Attendance at the University on specified Tuesdays for ‘interactive workshops/symposiums’. 
It is important that you book study leave for all the dates shown below so that you have adequate time to carry out the online work. In Semester 1, we have included dates (shown below in italics) that you should book for the home study times. You will need this time as there is a lot of preparatory work to be done and your engagement with this will be assessed as part of your final mark. We have not included dates for home study in Semester 2 as yet, but will review this format at the end of Semester 1.
In the academic year 2010/11, the dates you will need to book study leave for (all Tuesdays) are as follows:

Semester 1: 
14th September (Introduction and Registration), 21st September (Induction), 28th September (online study), 5th October, 12th October (online study), 19th October, 26th October (online study), 2nd November, 16th November (online study), 23rd November, 7th December (online study), 14th December, 11th January (online study), 18th January, 25th January (end of unit exams. Total – 9 days actual attendance, 6 days online study
Semester 2: 8th February (Induction), 22nd February, 15th March, 5th April, 3rd May, 24th May, 21st June, 28th June (end of unit exams) Total – 8 days
You need to book a total of 23 days for the whole year now, and dates for online study in Semester 2 will be reviewed at a later date.
The fee for year 1 of the new programme is £1475.
All teaching sessions will take place on campus at the University of Manchester.
How to apply for the programme
You may apply from Friday, 6th August.
You have the choice of applying for either the MSc (180 credits) or the Postgraduate Diploma (120 credits). You will follow exactly the same programme, but MSc students will attend for an extra (3rd) year and complete a research dissertation.

You may register initially for the Postgraduate Diploma and, if you achieve a final average mark of 50% or more in the exams at first sitting, you will be allowed to progress to the MSc dissertation year. If you have to resit the exams your mark will be capped at 40% and you will not be able to progress to the MSc.

Alternatively, you may register initially for the MSc and, if you achieve a final average mark of 50% or more you will continue on to the dissertation year. If you have to resit the exams and achieve a mark of less than 50% you will be required to exit the programme with a Postgraduate Diploma.
Please be aware, therefore, that if you choose to apply for the MSc, you will be required to reach a higher standard in the assessments and will ultimately produce a research dissertation. It is important, therefore, that you have a real intention of following this path.

All trainees may exit after year 1 with a Postgraduate Certificate if they achieve an average of 40% or more.

Further details can be found in the University regulations on taught postgraduate programmes, attached to this document.
To complete the online application form – please follow the link below:

http://www.medicine.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/psychiatryblendedlearning
This provides an overview of the programme and a link to an application form. Please ensure that you choose MSc or Postgraduate Diploma as your entry point. There are other courses advertised on the website called ‘MSc Psychiatry’ and ‘MRCPsych Paper 2/3’ but these are the ‘old’ format courses for CT2 and CT3 trainees and do not apply to you. Please opt for the blended learning course.  All applications must be submitted by Friday 20th August. As you are in an approved training rotation, it will not be necessary for you to provide supporting documents with your application. Please complete only the fields below:

Personal Details

Contact Information

Fee Assessment

Special Needs

Criminal Convictions

Proposed Programme of Study (not ‘Proposed Research’ section)

Current and Previous Study

English Proficiency and Other Qualifications

Professional/Previous Experience

Marketing Information

Declaration

Place crosses (x) on each line in the ‘References’ field as you may not be able to submit the form if fields are left unpopulated. No supporting documents (references etc) need to be provided.
Your application form will go directly to the Administrator, Wendy Gregson, wendy.gregson@manchester.ac.uk, who will contact you with further details.

Please note, trainees attending this course must be registered, both academically and financially, by Friday 3rd September, in order to access online learning materials in the University Virtual Learning Environment – ‘Blackboard’. 

Please, therefore, submit your online application form and study leave applications quickly so that you can be contacted with further details about the next steps with regard to registration. You will be given information on study leave at your NHS induction, but for information, the link to the application form is as follows: www.schoolofpsychiatry.net/studyleave.html.
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